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Cleobury Mortimer Primary School 
Geography Policy 

 

Subject Leader – Miss E. Perrin  

At Cleobury Mortimer Primary School we are committed to providing all children with learning 

opportunities to engage in geography. This policy sets out a framework which teaching and non-

teaching staff can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 

 

Our aim of geography teaching is to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and 

its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with 

knowledge of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with 

a deep understanding of the Earth’s physical and human environments; whilst encouraging children 

to develop principle of good citizenship. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world 

should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human 

processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. This knowledge will enable 

the children to develop thinking skills by considering how problems could be solved and providing 

their own ideas and solutions.  

 

Aims 

Geography will provide pupils with a thorough understanding of physical and human processes. We 

aim to ensure that children are able to learn about their local area and compare their life in this area 

with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. Through their growing 

knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in different 

societies, helping to develop a sense of other cultures, and how nations rely on each other. 

Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that 

explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

Foundation stage children will: 

• Develop a sense of where they are in the world 

• Develop an awareness of time and the changing of seasons 

 

Key Stage 1 children will: 

• Develop an understanding of their local area and that of the United Kingdom 

• Compare similarities and differences of their local environment to that of a place abroad 

• Undertake geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom 

• Ask geographical questions about people, paces and environment 

• Use geographical skills and resources 

 

Key Stage 2 children will: 

• Investigate a variety of people, places and environments inside and outside of the United Kingdom 

• Research how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it 

• Undertake geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom 

• Ask geographical questions about people, paces and environment 
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• Use geographical skills and resources 

• Develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and 

recording information and identifying different views 

• Acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable 

vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases 

• Use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, 

etc 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as geographers. We place an emphasis on 

using a variety of enriching teaching and learning styles within our geography lessons. We believe in 

whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We believe 

children can learn best when: 

• Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 

• They listen to and interact with relevant stories 

• They go on educational visits to places of interest 

• They undertake fieldwork  

• They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos 

• They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

• They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as 

answer geographical questions 

 

We recognise that in our school children have a wide range of abilities in geography, and so we provide 

suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of 

the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected 

outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

 

Geography Curriculum Planning 

At CMPS curriculum planning for geography is carried out through the use of long-term and medium-

term plans. The long-term plan maps out the coverage of geography topics studied in each term during 

each key stage; where possible cross curricular links are made.  Our medium-term plans give details 

of each unit of work for each term and maps out the skills and themes covered. These plans define 

what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. 

 

Early Years 

Early Years explore geographical themes and content through the Understanding of the World strand 

of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding the children to develop sense of their physical world, as 

well as their community, through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 

technology and the environment. They are assessed according to the Development Matters 

Attainment targets. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching process; it is used to inform planning and to facilitate 

differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being 

achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and 
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marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. Children are encouraged to use the 

success criteria so self-assess how they think they have met the objectives for the lesson and teachers 

are expected to use this process also. To monitor attainment and progress across all year groups we 

use a foundation subject tracker assessment system which moves with children as they progress 

through their primary school career.  

 

Monitoring and Review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in geography is the 

responsibility of the subject leader. Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling children’s 

work, teacher planning, through book scrutiny, lesson observations and feedback from staff. 


