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Cleobury Mortimer Primary School 
Art Policy 

 

Subject Leader – Mrs Rachael Martin 

At Cleobury Mortimer Primary School we are committed to providing all children with learning 

opportunities to engage in art. This policy sets out a framework which teaching and non-teaching staff 

can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 

 

Aims 

Our aims in teaching art are that all children will learn to:  

• Enjoy the creative process. 

• Explore art in the wider community. 

• Develop creativity, imagination, self-esteem and confidence. 

• Discover a sense of purpose and fulfilment in artistic expression. 

• Appreciate and gain inspiration from a range of artists and art works. 

• Experiment with and explore a wide range of media to develop creativity, imagination, self-esteem 
and confidence and recognise that there is no right or wrong way in art, only different styles and 
techniques. 

• Use a range of materials and techniques competently. 

• Develop their observation and description skills to record the world around them in a variety of 
forms and media.  

• Develop children’s visual literacy and ability to express their ideas and feelings through creative work 
in both two and three dimensions.  

• Discuss and evaluate their own work and the work of others in a respectful manner using appropriate 
vocabulary.  

 

Foundation stage children will: 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 

design texture, form and function. 

• Share their creations explaining the process they have used. 

 

 

Key Stage 1 children will: 

•  Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.  

• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop their imagination and share their ideas and 

experiences.  
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• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form 

and space.  

•  Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences 

and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

 

Key Stage 2 children will: 

• Develop their techniques, including their control and use of material, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

•  Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

•  Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture, with 

a range of materials.  

• Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Art teaching focuses on enabling children to learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes, techniques and 

methods of working. We place emphasis on using a variety of enriching teaching and learning styles 

within our art lessons. We believe in whole class teaching methods combined with opportunities for 

children to investigate, explore and develop ideas as well as evaluate, revisit and improve their work. 

We believe children can learn best when:  

• Visitors talk about their personal experiences of art  

• Making cross-curricular links to topics and their interests 

• They create both individually and in collaboration with others 

• They go on educational visits to places of interest 

• They are shown how to or independently use a wide range of materials, tools and techniques  

• They are encouraged to evaluate their own and other’s ideas and methods, including artists and are 

given the opportunity to express their thoughts and feelings about these things 

•  Being specifically taught skills and techniques, having these demonstrated to them and having 

opportunities to use these skills and techniques in their own creations. 

 

We recognise that in our school children have a wide range of abilities in art, and so we provide 

suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of 

the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected 

outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

 

Art Curriculum Planning 

At CMPS curriculum planning for art is carried out through the use of long-term and medium-term 

plans. The long-term plan maps out the coverage of art topics studied in each term during each key 

stage, where possible cross curricular links are made.  Our medium-term plans give details of each unit 

of work for each term and maps out the skills and themes covered. These plans define what we will 

teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. 
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Early Years 

Early Years explore art through the Expressive Arts and Design strand of the EYFS Early Learning Goals. 

This involves ensuring children are given opportunities to explore colour, texture, shape and form. 

Children are encouraged to develop their own creative ideas and experience art through both adult 

led and child initiated activities. They are assessed according to the Development Matters Attainment 

targets. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching process; it is used to inform planning and to facilitate 

differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being 

achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible and 

marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. Children are encouraged to use the 

success criteria to self-assess how they think they have met the objectives for the lesson and teachers 

are expected to use this process also. To monitor attainment and progress across all year groups we 

use a foundation subject tracker assessment system which moves with children as they progress 

through their primary school career.  

 

Monitoring and Review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in art is the 

responsibility of the subject leader. Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling children’s 

work, teacher planning, through book scrutiny, lesson observations and feedback from staff. 


